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Local Tobacco Control 

STATE OF PLAY REPORT 
 

– Commissioned by Cancer Research UK 

 

– Conducted by Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) 

 

– 3 year tracker, since Health and Social Care Act 2013 

 



DESPITE RING-FENCE UNTIL 

2017/18 
 

• Reductions of £200m ‘in-year’ cuts to public 

health budgets in 2015/16 

 

• Planed cuts of 9.7% by 2020/21 

 

• No agreed formula to fund public health at 

local authority level 

  

 

A brief history 



Budgets are being cut… 
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…and this is nothing new. 



 

Budgetary cuts impact staff time 
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Maintaining high levels of support is important 
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Level of support appears linked to budget cuts 
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Priority given to tobacco control within local authority 



Tobacco Control Alliances more important than ever 
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STOP SMOKING SERVICES REMAIN UNDER 

PRESSURE 
– Budget cuts are decreasing for smoking cessation and tobacco control 

– Staff time for tobacco control is decreasing 

– High levels of support for tobacco control remains 

– Some areas are moving towards a holistic service 

– Effective cessation will be vital to help the UK become ‘smoke-free’ 

Conclusions 


